
Our Mission 
To support and minister to  

the women of Japan 

 

 
 
Our small group of women have been fishing 
together for several years.  Yes, fishing!  We leave 
behind our friends, families and jobs to spend time 
relaxing and having a great time in the High 
Sierras.  We laugh a lot, eat way too much, and 
overall have the best of times.  During the rest of 
the year we support each other when needed, 
pray together and sometimes just gather for a 
meal.  We have become each other’s stretcher 
bearers and have taken on the name of “Prayer 
Warrior Princesses”! 
 
The Lord brought us together for His intention, to 
take and share our experiences and what we 
represent as a women’s small group.  We will be 
using our unique relationships and experiences for 
this mission field.  Not only are we accomplished 
fisherwomen  but also have diverse gifts and 
talents and are excited to see how God will use 
them.  More importantly, we want to be obedient to 
His calling and to His will. 

As part of our itinerary we will have the opportunity 
to travel north of Tokyo to the mountain area 
called Yamagata.  Outreach, teachings (“How-to’s” 
for Bible studies, starting small groups, Sunday 
School programs, etc.) and fellowship times are 
being planned.  Our other plans, not yet 
determined, are to be in Tokyo and/or Osaka and 
their outlying areas.  Because we are a “discovery” 
team, we also hope to connect with people, and 
research cities and areas of need.  We are also 
fortunate to have Ruth’s friend and missionary 
Lillian Shinoda as our guide and translator. (Lillian is 

an OMSI/Holiness missionary from Los Angeles Holiness 
Church, based in Tokyo.) 

 
Please pray for us as we prepare and go on this 
new adventure!  Thank you for your support and 
we covet your prayers. 
 

Meet the team… 
 

Julie Yasuda 
I’m Julie, a working 
mom at the 
Happiest Place on 
Earth, and I have 
been married to 
Doug  for  25 years.  
Our boys are Trevor  
(21) and Connor 
(15)  After 15 years 
of attending CBC I was challenged by God’s 
calling to go on my first missions trip.  I am excited 
to take that leap of faith and travel to Japan with 
my small group sisters and share the experiences 
and learnings God has given to me. 
 
 

Bessie Kawaguchi Yuen 
My name is Bessie 
and I live in Cerritos 
with my husband, 
Dexter, and our 21 
year old son, 
Taylor.  Cerritos 
Baptist Church has 
been my home 
church since 1994 
after living abroad in Malaysia for 5 years.  My 
passion is missions and I have both studied 
missions and have been on the missions 
committees at every church in which I have served.  
About a year ago I felt God calling me to go on a 
short term missions trip.  It’s an answer to prayer to 
go to Japan with a group of my fishing friends and 
see what God will do through my life. 
 
 

Evasia Holle 
I have been a P.E. 
teacher at both the 
elementary and middle 
school levels for over 
20 years, but my 
greatest passion in 
both my professional 
and ministry life is for 
people and purpose.  I love to develop personal 
relationships and want see people experience all that 
God has for them, including His love and compassion.  
I also love to see people step into their God-given 
purpose and potential and embrace how God has 
made them and can use them.  But most of my time is 
dedicated to leading workshops and studies that teach 
others about their personality, spiritual gifts, passions, 
hobbies and God’s plan and purpose for their life. 
 

 

 

 



Connie Gohata 
This is my first 
time abroad, going 
to Japan, and I am 
looking forward to 
what God will do 
through our team.  
As well as being 
great friends, we 
are also continuous stretcher-bearers for each 
other.  We plan to model our close relationships 
for the groups of women that we will meet in 
Japan.  I was raised in a Christian family, but in 
these past 15 years, I have grown deeper in my 
faith because of the experiences and bonding 
within our group.  I am also looking forward to 
finding great treasure (God’s people) in Japan!  I’m 
married to Ed and have 3 children. 
 
 

Nancy Aisawa 
I’m Nancy and I 
work as a 
Pharmacist by day 
and prayer warrior 
the rest of the 
time.  I’m married 
to Bob and have 
two children, Matt 
and Stephanie. I am so thankful for the opportunity 
to go to Japan with five of my best friends.  Our 
group has been so blessed with each others 
friendship and support that has seen us through 
the difficulties and trial of our lives.  We want to 
encourage those in Japan, especially the women, 
to find the same kind of Christian support and love 
that we have.  We look forward to meeting and 
sharing with our Japanese family in Christ. 

Ruth Takahata 
I will be leading the 
team to Japan and 
I’m excited to see 
the vision that God 
gave me for our 
group and the 
mission come true.  
My Japanese is 
horrible at best and I hate flying but I’m looking 
forward to meeting and fellowshipping with the 
women, God’s treasures, in Japan.  I’m married to 
Russ and have a daughter, Cori (14), and a son, 
Bryan (20) who will also be going on a short term 
mission to Japan this summer. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer requests: 
  ~  for preparation and training 
  ~  yielding to God’s will, not our own 
  ~  for the women/people we’ll be meeting 
  ~  safe journey, good health 
  ~  safety against spiritual attacks 
  ~  team unity (no squabbling!!!) 
  ~  for hearts to be touched 
  ~  connections/contacts to be made 
  ~  understanding, sensitivity to culture 
  ~  understanding despite language barrier 
  ~  for God’s light to shine upon His people 
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